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be no doubt about this.

His Mother’s Valentine

* x % \
By E. L. HENDERSON

(Coprright, 1z, by Amcciated Litarary Pren.)

¥. J. wag a valentine. There could
He was born
on the 14th of February; his mother
had pamed bim Valentine, and he
bore the cutward semblance of one—
one, moreover, of that offensive type
popularly known as comie,

No one knew what V, J. Vincent, as
be invariahly signed himsell, had suf-
fered from this combination of circum-
stances. Ialr of unmitignied red, a
nese of unconventional length, Inqulr-
fng ears and a dimpled chin were, he
told himself, heavy enough burdens to
bear, without the necepsity of smiling
cheerfully at the endless Jokes lol
which he submitted on each recurring
14th of February. He had learned tni
fccept the hair and ears and nose
with resignation, but the dimples, per- |
petually laughing at the rest of his
face, were still a seunsitive point; and
In a beardleas ern when fashion de-
manded glaring honesty In chins, a|
consplcuous one. He could only fall
back on an unfallihg sense of humor
for gupport.

V. J.'s name was appropriate In
more than one respeet. In the lace-
irimmed, Cupld-adorned creations dls-
played in February, there is usunlly
found, hidden under a heart-shaped
leaf, a litlle spartment warm with
sentiment. In V. J.'s belng, there was
& similar recess, but go cunningly con-
cealed that few suspected its exist-
ence,

Its sentiment was, howewer, bub-
bling up on thig particular morning
of the 14th of February as he passed
the Merrill home, bound officeward.
He had hoped to see Marcia Dillon
at the window. Instepd, he caught a
smile from her young cousim, Dana
Merrill. Fortunately, he did not
catch the remark that followed it:
“Doesn’t Val Vincent look Hke =&
comic valentine?”

“His face f8 rather an Intelligent
ope for a comic valentine,” re
sponded Marcia. “He has good eyes."

“Oh, yes, but eyeglasses are not
becoming. 1 wonder f anything
would be very becoming to WVal?"
laughed Dapa.

“He has a fine forehend.” Marcla
époke in the manner of one deter-
mined to see justice done to an un-
promising subject

“It's a bigh one, certalnly, and im-
proving right along. Actually, Marla,

Wis & break of & Fece,
he doclared

1" belleve Val Vincent Is getting bald,
and he fsn't so awfully old elther—
not near thirly vet.”

Marcia looked up with the amuped
and tolerant glaoce of twenty-five
directed toward sixteen,

Dana ran on lghtly. "Of course
no one could help llking Val, Hg's
bright and witty, snd as good as he
I8 funny looking. He was devoted to
his mother, and I'd be willing to have
a comic valentine for n brother my-
pelf, if be'd treat me a8 Val does that
harum-scarum Gwen. She has two
girls visiting her now, and the whole
bunch depend on him to entertaln
them, as if he were of high school age
foo. The girls all like bm, even if
they do regard him as sort of a ioke.
I'm glad you're such a good friend to
him, Marcia."

“Ha's by far the cleverast man I've
met here,” asserted Marcia.

“Oh, be bas brains, all right," a;
e E greed

Could V. J. have. hedrd Mareln's
defense, It might have sugar-coated
the annual dose of wittlelsms he was
called upon to swallow. As it was, o
growing conviction that he had been

indulging In some very foolish
dreams of late, wias emphasized by
the lght Jests.

He #8t In his office In the after-
noon, smiling rather wanly at a
feeble joke from the ofice boy that
hinged on his unfortunate cognomen,
“He lan't exactly an Apollo himuelf,”,

grinning boy withdraw (rom the
room. Then, “Confound the name,
anyway!" he exclaimed,

It V. J. ever wavered In g deep
sentiment of reverence for his mother
it was when he thought of the name
she had glven him. At home there
was & series of valentines, plctures
taken on his succeszsive birthdays, by
which she had emphasized the name's
absurdily. They ran up to thirteen,
when the subject had rebelled. Then,
after an Interval, there was one maore,
sent from a distant college—a poorly
finistied, staring carlcature of &
youth in his teens, of which a fastidl
oug regard for dress and a sentl
mental pose were conspicuous fea-
tures. How dellghted bhis mother had
been with this partteular valentine!

He arose and walked to a mirror.
“It's a freak of & face,” he declared,
surveying his reflection sternly and
critically, “It looks,” he sald, “as if

|it had repented at the last and tried

to do something In thé beauty line
Could anything be mors harrowing
and Inharmonlous! No gane gITl
could ever bring herself Lo the point

|of actepting the wearer of such a

face.” He would never make a fool
of himself by asking it. No! The
matter was seitled definitely, finally
and forever, he declared.

The role he was to play henceforth
speemed, however, a tame and color-
less one a8 he sat that evening in the
Merrill Iibrary talking to Marcia. He
delayed taking up the book they were
reading together.

It had been a dangerous experi-
ment, the reading of that book. An
fnterest In it had led to regular meet-
ings, during which Propluquity had
been busy after the manner of that
efficient ally of Cupld,

In V, J's case the mischief had
been done before he reached chapter
three. This was Inevitable. Marela
was prefly, Bhe bad a merry face,
with all sorts of charming little
curves playing over It; and lis heart
leaped out toward the sense of humor
it indlcated. Then no one could look
at her mouth and chin and not gain
a hint as to her character. BSane,
sweet and sensible were the adjec
tives those features spelled. But
V. 1. understood. For him there could
be omnly frank friendship. He reso-
lutely plcked up the book for the clos-

. | Ing chapters.

And just then Dana opened the
door and tossed Into Marcia's lap @
large envelope, "It came thig after-
noon while you were out) she ex-
plained. “1 thought you had it."

"Who in the world is sending me
a valentine of this sort?" exclalmed
Marcia, pleking op the flimsy, fancy
envelope. “Oh, | know. It's Dickey,
Mrs. Ashton's llitle boy. 1 was over
there yesterday, and he was \'alentln?
crazy, Don’l you want to see It?"

V. J. lenned over as Marcla drew
out the valentine; and then there fell
i thick and sudden silence. From a
setting of lace paper, rose-hued heurts
and plump cuplds, there looked up at
him his own face, the famillar college
carlcature, heneath which In letters
which seemed clamoring to be read,
were the words:

“I am your valentine.
Will you, sweet malden,
mine?"

Marcln's face was flushed and an-
gry. “Those silly girls!" she ex-
flaimed. “I do not think girls of that
El‘!—" =

Her volce broke as she began to re-
place the valeniine In Its envelope,

V. 1. put out & restraining hand and
took the pleture. “It looks to me”
he observed, ‘as it St. Valentine has
bad some odds and ends left wheo
he finished his yearly assortment and
had thrown them together to save the
scrapa.  An old fellow of his experl-
ence onght to know that an incon-
gruous mixture of the comle and the
sentimental I8 never successful.”

But Marcia did pot laugh. “1 know
all about that pleture,” she said In-
dignantly. “Mrs. Ashton told me yes-
terday how bappy It made Four
mother one Valentine's day. Gwen
ghould be thoroughly ashamed of her-
sell!l”

To V. J. there was something won-
derfully sweet and intimate in this
mention of his mother by Marela.
Certain - resolutlons meited In Ite
warmth, There was a moment's sl-
lence. Then, “I am waiting,” he re-
minded,

Muarcia looked up Inquirlngly,
“There ls & queation, you Kknow.
I eouldn't ask It myself, but this

not be

young fellow has had the sudaclty ta,

ask It for me. You haven't answered
it yet."

And the moswer must have been
satisfactory, for V. J. never, as he had
sworn (o do;, destroyed his mother's

valentine. SBomething in a nature full

he thought as he watched the lank,

of sentiment fofbade hls dolong o,
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Like in the Good Old Days

Oratory of the Blood-Stirring Style
Marked a Columbla Univer
sity “Contest.” -

No _ﬁtlle-u&;nh@olbom in a m-
iry town of the middle west furnished
a rarer sight than might have been

siounced and obe young man promised
to become n futyre Brandels in the

for rallronds and other corporations.
"A Mldnight Alarm” eaught me, al
though It orator author did not get a
prize, 'The 360 went fo an upstate

| student, who convinced the judges, far

more than he did me, thet “American
Patrlotism 1s Not Waning"

Valuable Crucifix,
‘Ten years 8go a carved fvory eru-

AGAINST PARCELS POST

DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM I8 E_Krl
PLICIT ON THE POINT.

b}

Regulation by the Government, but
Not Ownershlp, Was Favored—
Evila Sure to Follow in Wake
of Proposed Policy.

In view of the Innovetiong now pro-
posed of government ownership and
operation of the express, telegraph,
telephpne business, etc, Democratic
leaders are pointing out that the plat-
form declared In favor of efficlent reg-
ulations of such utilitles, but not in
favor of government ownership and
operation of the same. The historie
position of the Demooratic party, it is
recalled, fs that publle expendltures
ghall be limited to the needs of gov-
ermment economieally administered,
Republicen members of prominence
declare that in this attitude there ls
little or no difference between those
who follow the ldeals of Jefferson and
those who follow the principles of Lin-
coln, Old-line Republicans as well as
old-line Democrats, not imbued with
sociallstle principles, are now some- |
times predicting that, within a surpris
ingly few years, they will be found
shoulder to shoulder fighting social-
lam,

Thege are saying that the govern.
ment’s entrance into the express-car |
rying business i8 sure to be followed
by & terrific effort upon the part of all
those who have privately, If not pub
lely, accepted the teachings of soclal
Ism, for the government's entrance
intoe ownership nnd operation of the
telegraph systems; and, If into these,
why not into all others? |

The first would entall, they say, ar
ndditional army of employes, federal
control of all highways wherever oper
ated, Innumerable drays, wagons, auto |
moblles and warehouses and the en
largement and rebullding of postofiices |
necessary to carry "the billlons of par
celg" predicted by the Postmaster Gen
eral. The condemnation and taking
of the property of the expresg com:
panies, they say, would almost inevit
ebly result In the government owner

ship and operation of railroads, some
thing which the “Postal Progresa
league,” whicn bas englneered the

camapign for parcels post, openly ad
vocaies “with lowest possible rates re
gardless of distance,” as they express
It Rellly bill H. R, Introduced last
segalon provides for this,

As American postal employes are
paid about twice the salaries of em-
ployes of Lhe express companles, itwlce
the salarles of postal employes In Eng-
Innd and three times ag much as in
some countries, and as the average
haul would be at least ten times as
long s in England, It 18 estimated
that the deficit [rom parcels post
would amount to at least $1460,000,000
vearly. Large mall order corpora.
tions hove had thelr representatives in
behall of thils leglislation belore the
senale posioffice commitiee. This s |
eausing some of those who want to
avold the Impending deficit again to
point to what I8 said in the Democrntie
platform about "favor-seeking corpora-
tloms,"

All Opposed to Paternalism,

Southern Demoeratic leaders, nslde
from tbelr historlc antipathy to ex.
lension of Federal power and conse-
quent lcss of importance to sell-gov-
ernment and af the rights of siates,
have another reanson for aversion to
the soclalistic and paternalistic pro-
‘grum propoged by the Republicans,
This |a a reason which made Mr. Bry-
an's winking at government owner
ship and operatlon of raflroads de-
tract from bis popularity In the south
Just after his triumphal tour abrond,
in his speech upon landing: Govern-
ment operation of these utllitles
means obliteration of the color line,
The *Jim Crow"” car system [n vogue
upon all  southern rallroads would
have to be diecontinued and whites
and blacks would ride In coaches to-
gether. Bouthern senators and repre-
sentatives are beginning to reallze
tht the operation of an expréess-carry-
ing business by the Faderal govern-
ment means that control of highways
by countles and stntes will paes to a
natlon with a swollen "N."”

Secrecy and Sllence,

The resolution passed by the house
of repregentatives asking the presl-
dent to make publle all indorsements
of candidates for appointment to the
federal bench is In the lne of desir-
#ble publiolty. It rests upon the game
idea ag that which s embodled In the
law providing for the publication of
campaign contributions and expendl-
tures.

Mr. Bryan suggested some time ago
that the president make publie the
recommendstions on which he had
scted In making recent judielal ap
pointments, and those who are quick to
defend secrecy and silence in govern-
ment denounced the proposition as an
“fusult.” Congress now repeats the
request on behalf of the pecple. Is
this also an Insult?

Only One Way to Get Rellef,

Like conditions produce like results.
Europe & king-ridden, aristocracy-rid-
den, privileged.clnsg ridden, army and
navy ridden and, of course, tax-ridden.

We shoild be the exception, but by
following an evil example we are In
the same category.

Mhere onn be no change fn Kurope
except by revolution. The Tnited
Siates can get relief by defealing tho
standpatters, the jlngoes and the lm-
perialiats, and Just at present It looks
as M they would do it at ¥he next
election. '

Knox's Tour i1l Advised.
If Becretary Knox's South
r 18 to be regarded us a4
raleuls to [rritate i

It

IS THE PAIN THERE

SOLD AT ALL STORES.

WOMEN’S LEAP YEAR RIGHTS

In Scotland Years Ago They Were Rec- |
ognized as Real, and Well De-
fined oy Law.

Auncient, indeed, are the prerogutives |
that are wccorded (o women in legp

year, They are sc old that none can
tell just how or when they originated,
However, the anclent Scottish pprlia-
ment glves us & date as well us a law
upon which to hang the right of wom-

en t0 take the initisiive in leap year,
ns convention forbids them to do in
other years, |
In the year 1228 this body pussed a
law which, in lis guaing old IZnglish,
expressly conferred on womnunkind the f
right to propose marriage [n leap year,
Heore Is the law, Just s It wis written
in the parlfamentary records:
“Ordonit that during ve reign of her |
maist blessed Malestic, ilka maiden, |
ladee of baith high and lowe estait, |
|
|
|

shale hae libertie to sprak ye man she
likes, GIf he refuges to luk hlr to bee
his wyf, he shale he mulet in ye sum
of ane hundridty pundes, or less, as
hig estait may bee, exvepl and alwais
gif he cian make It appedare that he is
betrothit to another woman, then he
shiale bae free.

HANDS WOULD CRACK OPEN

“About two months szo wy hands
etarted to crack open and bleed, the
ekin would scale off, snd the.good
flesh would burn and Itch dreadfully.
When my hands first started to get
sore, there were small blisters like wa-
ter blsters which formed. They
ftched dreadfully, it just seemed as
though I could tear the skin all off. 1
would scratch’them and the gkin would
peel off, and the flesh would be all
red and crack open and bleed. 1t wor-
ried me very much, as I had never
had anything the multer with my akin.
I was go afrald T would have to give
up my employment,

“My doctor said be didn’t think It
would amount to anything. But it kept
getting worke, One day 1 saw a plece
in one of the papers atout a lady who
had the same trouble with her hands,
She had used Cuticura Soap and Oint.
ment and was cured, 1 decided to try
them, and my hands were all healed
before I had used one cake of Cutl-
oura Ointment. I am truly thankful
for the good results from the Cuticura
Soap and Ofntment, for thanks to them
[ was cured, and did not have to lese
& day from work. I have had no re-
turn of the skin trouble.” (Bigned)
Mis, Mary B, Breig, 25622 Brown
Street, Philadelphia, Pa., Jan. 12, 1911,

Although Cuticurn Soap and Oints |
ment are sold everywhere, & sample
of each, with 32-page boolk, will be
malled free on application to “Cutl |
cura.” Dept, L, Boston. s

A Bad Beginning.
“Whenever Jlggers starts to tell
anythlng he prefaces his remarks by
saying, ‘Belleve me.'"
"“That's why I never do.”

It lsn't diffioult for a man to see his
affivity In a woman with an obese
bank account.

Lovellness of 'ehunmter {8 nothing
but steady love of good nnd steady
soorn of evil—~Froude.

Garfield Tea latly, will correct
| We can do more good by belng good
|than in any other way.—Burton.

KIDNEY PILLS

Then Your Kidneys May Be Weak and in
Need of Quick Attention

Backache is enough cause to suspect the kidneys. The
kidneys are in the small of the back. Congested kidneys swell
and throb. The back naturally aches. It hurts to bend or
stoop or to sit down.

Kidney trouble may come on all unnoticed. A cold, a
chill, a fever, a strain or irregular habits may startit. While
sick kidneys can be cured in the beginning, it is a serious
matter when dropsy, gravel or Bright's disease sets

Doan’s Kidney Fills have made a reputation in the cure of
backache, and kidney and bladder ills. The best proof is the
testimony of the users. Here are two typical testimonials.
Thirty thousand others are being published in the newspapers.
A postage stamp will bring you reports of cases nearer home.

If you suspect your kidneys, get the best-recommended
kidnev remedy.

MRS. EMILY HOWES. A. DEARTH.

Who Resides at 1700 .Burling 8t, A Resident of Camden, O,
Chicago, HI.
Cured After Being Confined to Ued
for Seven Wecks

“l1 was In bed seven woeks with
kidney trouble,” said M:. Denarth,
“and grew worse in spite of all the
doctor could do. Kid-
ney secretions were
In terrible ocondition
If left standing ihey
thickened like glu
coge and had (o be
removed with aknlfe

"My own doctor
gave me up. T then
called In a speclalist
who =ald i was be.
yond recovery. 1 had
lost over 20 pounds aud was but
A shadow of my former self. 1 used
one box of Doan's Kldney Pilla and
soon felt better. Continuing I was
cured and have mot had the slightesi
trouble sgince.”

Made Well After Being Almoat Help- |
less from Wasting Kidney Troubles,

“T had awful pains through my
hips,” says Mrs. Howes, “and fre-
quen!.l’:y‘ wished | had never been born.
1 geemed to have
lost all Interest In
life. 1 doctored for
] female trouble
it thinking my condi-
tion was dus to
some derangement
of that nature, but
got no better.

“Finally 1 began
velng Doan's Kid-
ney Pills and to my
surpriee I began to Improve. They
not only corrected the kidney action,
but stopped (he pain and slckness I
had thought was due to female trou-
ble.”
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50 CENTS A BOX. FOSTER-MILBURN COMPANY, BUFFALO, N. Y.

s brighter and faster colors than any other dye. One 10c package colorsall fibers, They dye in cold water better than any other dye, Yozcan
g??{.ﬁ”;imn w;fhuug ripping ».-,m;n, Write for free booklet—How to Dye, Bleich and Mix Colors. MONROE DRUG COMPANY, Dulscy, Al

THE WINNER. 1

To Introduce the Gate-Post {r :

WE OFFER THE FOLLOWING PRIZES:

¢ First prize, $15.00 Third prize, $5.00
Second prize, $10.00  Fourth prize, 100 Cate Posts

To any one person making the mest correct wordsout of

the eight letters in GATE POST vot us the saume

letter twice in any one word,  Jach contestant list must

be accompanied with a Gate Post tin lull wrapper and

mailed 1o SPRENGER BROTHERS, FEORIA, ILL.
By Special Reguest We Have Extended the
GJ\TEPOST CONTEST until March 15th, 1912

ASE wur DEALER Jr GATE POST TIN FUIL WRAPVER
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s s e i amess| | INTO ROOF COATING e

Why buy cheaply made, inferior roofings that
must be frequentiy painted and repaired when
your local dealer sells

o3
GAL-VA-NITE ROOFING o

| “TRIPLE ASPHALT COATED, MICA PLATED™
i NEEDS NO PAINT—NO AFTER ATTENTION
FIRST COST—LAST COST

Gal-va-nite Roofing is the cheapest in the long
run beeatse it is made to stand the wear and tear ol
the elements without after trouble or expense.

Tt is 15 pounds heavier than the standard weight
and is constructed only of the best of materials. is
unusual weight makes'it proof sgainet heavy winds
and hail storms,

Gal-va-nite Roofing has been approved by the
National Board of Fire Underwriters and takes a low
— rate of insuranes. It is a nén-concduetor of
) “tv or lichining
5= heat and electricity or lighining.

Attractive in appearance, ‘eagy to lay,
stitable for either steep or flat rodis, Gal-va-nite
ig the ideal roofing for any kind of a huilding in any
W Lkind of a elimate. It hasstood the “Test of Time™

Galivasnite % put upin ralisef 108 square’ feet complets whl sine conbed, Euiran-
\zed malln, cetmont apd ilustrited direction shest,  Mude in 3 weigptr

Agk your dealer for Gal-va-nite lill_'_“'l'if_t‘ us for samplea snd
hooklefs, "Galvinite Qualities” and “The Inside of an Qutside

Proposition.”

Important to Mothers
Examine carefully every bottle of

CASTORIA, a safe and sure remedy for | §

infants and children, and see that it
Bears the

Signatureof

in Use For Qver 30 Years.

Children Cry for Fletcher’s Castoria |

Hard to Find.
“IHere are some verses
‘The Road to Arcady.'"
“Pshaw! Almost any poet can tell
the way to Aready, but none of them
ever gels there”

entitled,

When Your Eyes Need Care

ey Murlie Eve Romedy. Xo Smnrting—Fesals
Fine—Acts Quickiy, Tyy it for Ted, Weak,
Watery Eyes and Granulsted Eyelide, 1ilus
trated Book in ench Package. Murine s
vompounded by our Uvtlists—pot a “'Fatenr Mol
Ielne"™ < bnt waed In successinl Physicians’ Prae
top for mony yonrs,  Now dediented 1o the Pube-
Lo and sold llﬁ Dirogeints nt idk pnd Gl por Bonile,
Murine Mye Balve ln Asepile Tabeb, 2o and b

Murine Eye Remedy Co., Chicago

An Alarmist,

“Mbwock s a very disquieting indl- |

vidual” |

“Indeed he 1s. Jibwock seems to |

have been born with no other purpose
in life than to yell 'Fire!'"”

FORD MANUFACTURING CO.

ST. PAUL OMAHA CHICAGO KANBAS CITY ST.LOWIS

Use Allen's Foot-Ease
The antiseptic powder to be shoken inlo
the shoes for tired, temder, smarting, nch-
ing, swollen feet. 1t makes your feot feel
easy and mokes walking a Delight, Sold
everywhere, 25¢. For [ree {rial package,
adilress Allen 8, Olmsted, Le Roy, N. ¥X.

Brangs Censiderably,
“Has Biffels any favorite fictlon?”
“Yes, And It's mostly about him-
sell.”

For liver and kidney troubles. nothing is
nite so mild, pleasant and effective as
aurﬁem Tea.

Perhaps a rolling stone gathers no
moss becanse it {sn't on the level.

Dr, Plerce's Pellets, small, msnmtd.
enny to thke an candy, regulute an invigor-
ate stomach, liver and bowels. Do not gripe.

Some mwen don't know very much,
but they don't know it

&nﬂ’fﬁ}' ATIVR BHOMG QUINIR 1“3‘%  tor Many who cannot afford 10¢ elgars are now smoking LEWIS' Single Ly
oty ';‘,':ﬂm_ Used thn Binder stralght Be cigars. You pay 10¢ for cigars not so good. d i
- You will like LEWIS' Single Binder. A fresh, band-made ciger. N

When n man does things he hasn't | Better tobacco, better made and betier (asting than, K most 10c cigara. 3
much time to talk about them. . | Many prefer LEWIS' Gﬂ;g}o Binder to 100 cigars. ’
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